
Behavioral Health Services Advisory Council 

Authorization 

The Behavioral Health Services Advisory Council is authorized by Chapter 56 of the Laws of the 
State of New York. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Behavioral Health Services Advisory Council under Chapter 56 “shall be to  
advise  the offices  of mental health and alcoholism and substance abuse services on matters 
relating to the provision of behavioral health services;  issues of  joint  concern  to the offices, 
including the integration of various behavioral health services and  the  integration  of  
behavioral  health services  with  health  services;  and issues related to the delivery of 
behavioral health services that  are  responsive  to  local,  state  and federal  concerns.” 
 
Membership 
 
The Behavioral Health Services Advisory Council  shall  consist of the Commissioners of the 
Office of Mental Health and of the Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, who  
shall not  have the right to vote, the Chair of the Conference of Local Mental Hygiene Directors 
or his  or  her  designee,  and  twenty-eight  members appointed  by  the  Governor, upon the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 
 

Name 
 

Town/City 

Paul Samuels, Chair New York City 
Kunsook Song Bernstein, PhD New York City 
Katherine Breslin Albany 
Lawrence Brown, MD New York City 
Lt. Colonel April Critelli Watervliet 
Robert Cruz Bronx 
Ralph Fasano Northport 
William Gettman, Jr. Glenmont 
Sherrie Gillette Plattsburgh 
Jennifer Havens, MD New York City 
Tino Hernandez Briarwood 
John Kastan, PhD Flushing 
Maura Kellley Buffalo 
Scott LaVigne Waterloo 
John Lee Rochester 
Robert C. Long Syracuse 
Glenn Martin, MD Forest Hills 
Michael Martin Buffalo 
Deborah Mayo Stony Brook 
Howard Meitiner New York City 
Grant Mitchell, MD White Plains 
Stephanie Orlando Albany 
Andrew Roberts Manhasset 
James Scordo Watertown 
Euphemia Strauchn-Adams Staten Island 
Patricie Wallace-Moore Carmel 
Susan Wheeler Whitney Point 

 
 


