
 
 

WNY Regional Multicultural Advisory Committee 
3/17/16 minutes (12-1:30pm) 

 
Present (in person) Johanna Ambrose, Daphne Brown, Dawn Hill, Elizabeth Haley, Pete Hill, Chris Lunsford, 
Vicki McCarthy, Cynthia Printup-Harms, Kety Rodriguez (by phone) Jim Haitz, Frances Priester-Moss 
 

1. Introductions and “go around”: everyone shared who they are and some personal background 
information about their personal/ professional experience and reasons for participating in RMAC.   
(this is particularly important for this group since it is in the early stage of formation 
 

Summary of go around: members have backgrounds and interests in the following: parent advocacy, systems 
of care, LGBT, refugees, NAMI- family/ children advocacy, reducing stigma and educating communities on 
mental health issues, culture of recovery, Native Americans and cross-cultural issues, rural vs. urban issues 
for Native Americans, Peer roles, Engagement issues related to stigma, bilingual advocacy, Juvenile Justice, 
reinvestment initiatives, trauma informed care 
 

2. Review of State Multicultural Advisory Committee 3/14/16 highlights 
Comments provided by Vickie McCarthy, Dawn Hill and Jonique Freeman provided notes 
summarized by Liz Haley 
• Reviewed Commissioner Sullivan’s overview of top initiatives and reinvestment initiatives 

(DSRIP) 
• Discussion on how to get involved in DSRIP/ PPS planning (one of commissioner’s suggestions) 
• Review of Centers for Excellence and contribution to SMAC along with potential resource to 

RMAC 
 

3. Discussed confusing Medicaid recipient letter from DOH explaining DSRIP and PPS.  This was an 
example of a need for work to be done in communicating culturally relevant information to 
consumers.  It was recommended that feedback from RMAC be shared with SMAC on how 
communications such as this can create barriers, alienation and confusion.   
 

4. Discussion about how to get involved in Performing Provider Systems planning meetings.  Johanna 
sits on a team to advise Cultural Competency in WNY region.  She will find out who to ask at the WNY 
Regional PPS regarding getting RMAC representation. 
 

5. Frances shared information with group on how Bureau of Cultural Competence and Centers for 
Excellence can be a resource to RMACs.  Group requested presentation by NKI and NYSPI specifically 
to present research, regional data and how they can be accessed as a resource to RMAC/ 
communities.  Frances will reach out and coordinate. 
 

6. The committee agreed that it would be helpful for members to share information and culturally 
relevant trainings with each other that may be shared with providers and community members.  Liz 
agreed to forward training opportunities coming up on Trauma-Informed Care shared by Pete and 
Daphne.  Pete also suggested members share own experiences in upcoming meetings. 
 

7. Liz will share 2016 NYS Suicide Prevention Plan data summary once finalized.   
 

8. Next meeting TBD in April.   Pete offered meeting space at NACS on Grant St., Blfo.  All in favor 

Final 4.8.16  


