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November 26, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Re:  Behavioral Health Organizations 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague,  
 
On November 6th, 2013 the Offices forwarded a letter to providers describing plans to 
end Phase I BHO concurrent review in January 2014. This letter clarifies provider 
expectations regarding reporting new episodes of care for children and adolescents with 
a serious emotional disturbance. 
 
Current Phase I BHO guidelines require that OMH licensed specialty clinics notify the 
BHO of each new episode of care initiated for a child or adolescent diagnosed as 
having a serious emotional disturbance and who is covered by Medicaid managed care. 
This requirement will end as of January 1, 2014.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing efforts. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Smith, MD     
Director of Operations, New York State Behavioral Health Organizations  
New York State Office of Mental Health   
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CC: Suzanne Feeney, OptumHealth Stella Pappas, OptumHealth 
Adele Gorges, NYCCP  John Lee, Beacon Health Strategies 

 Katharine O’Connell, Magellan Carin Skapars, Magellan 
Richard Sheola, ValueOptions Mitchell Shuwall, LIBHM 
Carole Taylor, CCBH  Kelly Lauletta, CCBH    
Emil Slane, OMH   Nancy Splonskowski, OMH 
Sheila Donahue, OMH  Donald Zalucki, OMH   
Gary Weiskopf, OMH   Elizabeth Vose, OMH 
Jay Zucker, OMH   Peggy O'Shea, OMH 
Tom Wallace, OMH   Patrick Morrison, OASAS   
Rochelle Cardillo, OASAS   Linda Nelson, OMH 
Tim Donovan, OASAS  May Lum, OMH 

 Anita Appel, OMH   Steve Rabinowitz, OASAS 
Mike Hoffman, OMH  Martha Carlin, OMH 
Antonette Whyte-Etere, OASAS Lisa Lite-Rottmann, OASAS 

 Trish Marsik, DOHMH  Lily Tom, DOHMH 
Adam Karpati, DOHMH  Jeff Gold, HANYS 
Alison Burke, GNYHA  Kelly Hansen, CLMHD 
Maria Abraham, OMH  Dana Cohen, OMH 
Donna Bradbury, OMH 
  
 

  
    
  
    
    
  

    
   

            
    


